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Summary 


About this Release 


Socio-economic indexes for areas (SEIFA) summarise the socio-economic advantage and 
disadvantage of areas using information from the Census of Population and Housing. A new 
set of indexes are released after each Census, with the most recent being the SEIFA 2006 
indexes released in March 2008. Since the latest release, the ABS has conducted additional 
research to increase understanding of the indexes and to make improvements for SEIFA 
2011. 

This paper has three main purposes: to explore the robustness of the SEIFA indexes to the 
influence of specific variables and areas; to investigate ways of representing the diversity of 
socio-economic characteristics within larger areas; and to explore the impact of the new 
geography standard on the indexes. The analysis in this paper is based on 2006 Census 
data. 

The ABS has produced a number of papers which provide more general information about 
SEIFA. This paper seeks to build on this discussion of SEIFA, and the reader should 
consider the issues in this paper in conjunction with previous ABS publications on the 
subject. 
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